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Math 8
In Pre-Algebra the students have been busy! Before the students took the

NJSLA, they were working on transformations. They learned how to
translate, reflect, rotate, and dilate figures on the coordinate plane. Once
they completed this section, they then went into the rules of exponents.

They learned the three basic rules, rules about negative exponents, and how
to apply the basic rules of exponents to negative exponents. With this

section, they learned about scientific notation and how to change numbers
from standard form into scientific notation and vice versa. They also learned
computation with numbers in scientific notation. We are finishing up the year
learning about volume of cones, cylinders, spheres, and hemispheres. All the

classes will be taking a final in June.

Algebra 1
In Algebra, the students finished up learning about different ways to solve
quadratic equations. They learned about completing the square, quadratic
formula, the discriminant, and solving using square roots. The last part of

this chapter was to solve systems of linear/quadratic equations and find the
points of intersection where the parabola and line intersect. After they
completed this chapter, they then went into the world of radicals. They

learned how to simplify radicals and graph square root equations. They’re
going to finish out the year learning about the Pythagorean Theorem,

distance formula, and midpoint formula. The three Algebra classes will be
taking a final exam in June.



Language Arts
In Language Arts, the students will be introduced for the first time to William

Shakespeare, specifically Romeo and Juliet. The overarching goal is to
expose incoming ninth graders to the language, the formatting, the setting,

and the Renaissance period that they will learn about in Social Studies.
Students will have the opportunity to have a virtual tour of the Globe

theater, explore a Shakespearean sonnet, as well as act out specific scenes
in class. Students will initially learn the background information on William
Shakespeare and then apply that knowledge to their reading of the sonnet

and play. We will end the year discussing the upcoming texts and
assignments students have to read over the summer and aid in familiarizing
them with the Google Classroom that is set up for summer assignments via

JCHS teachers.

Science

Mrs. Halkias and Mrs. Silverthorne's classes are
finishing off the year with the study of physics. We
studied Newton's laws, energy, and waves. Students
had fun with lots of hands-on labs while learning
about these topics. We built toys, raced CO2 cars,
made solar ovens, and played with slinkies! We are
ending the year with a look into careers that involve
science, technology, or engineering. Students will
hear from guest speakers the details of what these
different careers look like. If you can come in or
know someone who can come in, please reach out to
Mrs. Halkias ASAP!

Mr. Bishop's 8th grade iSTEM class is currently investigating the pros and
cons of sunglasses in terms of how well different
brands protect the human eye from harmful UV
radiation. They are utilizing UV detecting beads as
the core experimental tool. As a follow-up
experiment, students are also testing prescription
medicine bottles/containers and their ability to
eliminate UV rays from weakening vital medication.



Mr. Bishop's Science 8 classes are performing lab experiments that test their
knowledge of chemical reactions. Some of the experiments involve learning
how to safely handle hydrochloric acid. The students will use chemicals to
safely break down aluminum foil as well as observing very dramatic
reactions that form solid precipitates.

STEM/Robotics
GCMS students in STEM this marking period have been busy testing

out the Engineering Design Process in so many ways! Eighth grade
programmers are working on creating code to program their Lego
Mindstorms robots. Robots are spinning, beeping, and even paying tolls.
Although robots have not signed their photo permission forms to be featured
in this "blurb," they're very busy and students are pretty happy (especially
when their code works the first time)! Way to go, eighth graders… Mrs.
Willenborg will miss your curiosity and enthusiasm next year!

Social Studies
It has been an amazing year learning about the development of world
cultures and societies.  Students were very excited to learn about the
Medieval/Renaissance period.  The culminating project was driven by student
choice.  They were given the freedom to focus on a topic of their choice and
also had the freedom to decide how to share what they learned.



World Language

Students in Italian 1 prepared a video in Italian for the ITANJ (Italian
Teachers Association of New Jersey) annual Italian Language and Culture
Competition (this is normally a live event but was done via video submission
this year).  Please click here to view the video.
The theme for this year’s event was “Feste, sagre, e tradizioni” (traditional
festivals and events).  The students chose to base their performance on the
annual Sanremo Music Festival in Liguria, Italy which was a unit they just
finished up in class.  Students wrote their own script and prepared their own
props and costumes in addition to editing the video themselves.  GCMS won
the middle school category.

Students in Italian Intro are working on a cultural unit based on the
traditional typical Italian meal progression.  They are learning about the
differences in the way Italians eat, food shop, and go about their day vs.
how we do here.  “La dolce vita” and “la pausa pranzo” are a large part of
the Italian culture.

Students in the Spanish Conversational classes have been working with
the verb estar, the adjectives for emotions and conditions.  They have also
been reviewing the vocabulary for school supplies and places in school,
along with the prepositions to indicate where the school supplies are located.
Using this information, students will be creating children’s storybooks about
the adventures of Pepito or Sarita at GCMS.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=sp7lweHD2mA


The Spanish 8 eighth graders continue to increase their vocabulary by
learning terms related to family, possessive adjectives and venturing into
new verbs from the -er and -ir families.  They also enjoyed the cultural
experience of playing Dominoes, as it is played in the islands of Cuba, Puerto
Rico and the Dominican Republic.

The Spanish I students added to their repertoire of Spanish vocabulary by
studying the irregular verbs and putting their new acquired information into
practice by creating skits that demonstrate their knowledge.

Health & PE 8

8th grade Health classes made Twitter accounts (on paper). Students had to
come up with their handle (@___), draw their profile picture, and create a
bio that told a little about themselves.  Students were directed to write a
tweet that they wanted to share with other people - the parameters were:
keep it appropriate for school and keep it positive- including
something they were looking forward to; - someone did
something for you that impacted you positively or vice

versa;  Student were given 4 slips of paper
which acted as their "comments."  They
commented positively on 4 of the pinned
tweets from their classmates- including two
friends' posts and two posts that they liked
from 2 classmates they didn't know as well.
Students were told to keep it positive, keep it
appropriate, and make sure it has substance.



At-Home Strategies
Each newsletter will spotlight a strategy you can use at home to support
your child's learning. This month's focus is on avoiding the “summer slide”
by the Children’s Literacy Initiative.

What is Summer Slide?
You may have heard the term “summer slide” from teachers or other
parents, but what does it mean? Summer Slide is what happens when the
skills students learn during the school year are lost or forgotten over the
summer. When kids don’t practice their reading skills during the summer
months, they can fall behind by the time school starts again. Summer may
be winding down, but it’s not too late to polish up those reading skills in time
for September!

How can I prevent Summer Slide?

1. Choose the Right Books: Think of this as the “Goldilocks Effect.” If your
kid’s book is too easy, she’ll get bored. If her book is too hard, she’ll get
frustrated and give up. When your child reads a “just right” book, she should
be challenged but engaged. Ask your child’s teacher or a children’s librarian
for help if you’re not sure what your child’s reading level is.

2. Set Goals: Sit down with your child and set some summer reading goals
together. Depending on your child’s age, you might want to shoot for one
book a week, or an hour of reading time a day. Make sure your goals are
realistic, and set up a reward system. For example, if she finishes three
books, take a trip to the movie theater or get an ice cream cone.

3. Make it fun! Your kids will want to read if you sneak books into all the
fun activities you do. Heading to the beach? Pack some books with you. Try
going on a “reading picnic” in the park. Play games or puzzles together that
will require your child to read words. Sing songs or nursery rhymes with
younger ones.

4. Go the Library: Public libraries often have great summer programs for
kids, and these are usually inexpensive or free. While you’re there, let your
child pick out some new books – he’ll be much more excited to crack open a
book if he chose it himself.



5. Read Every Day: Practice makes perfect, and reading is no exception!
Show your kids that reading is a priority, and they will treat it that way too.
In the meantime, enjoy snuggling up with your child and sharing a book –
these moments will help establish a love of reading and a closer bond with
your family.


